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Happy New Year!! I’m sure many of you have already made your new year’s resolu-
tions.  In the world of education, we have the opportunity to do this twice a year… 
once at the beginning of the school year and once with the rest of the world in Janu-
ary.  At the beginning of this new year, I would like to share with you some goals 
(new year’s resolutions of sorts) I shared with the staff and students this last August.  

Dell Rapids High School instructor Tom Wolff shared this information with me after 
receiving it at a conference.  The minute I read them, I knew they were exactly the 
way I wanted to start the school year, and it is good to renew our focus at this time: 
 
The first goal, or resolution of sorts, was to HAVE A GOOD ATTITUDE.  Teach-
ers and students experience difficult situations every day and are set to experi-
ence even bigger challenges in the near future.  I have already shared with you the 
changes we are seeing in content standards and state-mandated testing.  In addition, 
we will soon see extensive changes in teacher/principal evaluation and account-
ability standards (formally known as NCLB).  More is being required than ever 
before, and it is going to be a great challenge.  It will become even more impor-
tant to maintain a good attitude about what we are being asked to teach and learn.   

The second school-year resolution was to SET GOALS.  As we move into the sec-
ond semester, it is now again time for teachers and students to set new goals.  Stu-
dents may set academic goals, to do well on a test or in a class.  They may set 
goals outside the classroom, to win a game or finish a community service proj-
ect.  Teachers will set goals as well… to find new and interesting ways to teach and 
to find new ways to help students who struggle.  When we set goals, we are much 
more likely to achieve them.  Even if we fail, we are still better for having tried.
  
The final resolution was to BE NICE.  We recently learned during the anti-bullying 
presentation that a student standing up for other another student is the most effective 
way to stop a bully (70% effectiveness rate).  It is amazing to me… and empower-
ing at the same time… to think that such a simple act, just being nice to each other, 
can eliminate one of the most insidious behaviors of our time.  If we had no other 
reason to adopt this resolution, we have one now.  As one of the presenters said Mon-
day night, Dec. 19, 2011, it is time to stop dealing with bullying and eliminate it.  

As we return to finish the 2011-2012 school year, we will renew our focus on these three 
resolutions. Together, we have the opportunity and the ability to do great things.  I’m 
looking forward to keeping you updated on what those great things are… stay tuned!2012:

A New Beginning
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MEETINGS
The Board of Education meetings are 
held on the second Monday of the 
month. BOE meetings begin at 7 p.m. 
and are held in the Distance Learning 
Room at the High School. Agendas can 
be obtained from the Superintendent’s 
office on the Friday before any meeting. 
The Dell Rapids Tribune publishes the 
minutes of each regular and special 
meeting. Agendas and minutes are also 
posted on the school website.
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WEATHER DISMISSALS

   When bad weather or other emergency conditions require 
that the schools be closed or that classes be started late or dis-
missed early, information will be immediately available by:

1). Checking the school district’s website.
2). Our emergency communication system (for those who have signed up)
3). From the following media sources:

BROADCAST/CABLE:
 KELO TV, Channel 11/3
 KSFY TV, Channel 13/9
KDLT TV, Channel 5/5

   KTTW TV, Channel 17/4
KELO AM, Radio 1320 
KELO FM, Radio 92.5
KSOO AM, Radio 1140
KKLS FM, Radio 104.7
KIKN FM, Radio 100.5

 KJAM FM, Radio 103.1

     When inclement weather threatens, our goal will be to make early morn-
ing decisions about the cancellation or postponement of school by 6:00 
AM.  Students and parents should check the district’s website or listen to 
the media listed above.  Decisions that will be made will follow three cat-
egories: No School; School Starting Late (in hours) or Buses will be run-
ning snow routes only.  If any variation is heard from these announce-
ments the information should be verified by checking the District’s website.

     Snow routes will only be used when absolutely necessary, and it will be 
announced EACH time they are used.  For instance, it should not be as-
sumed that just because snow routes were used in the morning that they will 
be used in the afternoon.  When the decision is made to utilize the snow 
routes, this decision will apply to EVERY bus route regardless of the con-
ditions present on a particular bus route.  Weather and road conditions can 
vary greatly across the district, and it is simply impossible to run some buses 
on snow routes and others on regular routes.  There is too much confusion.
						    

Some upcoming dates to remember:

**Post Prom Meeting - Jan. 8, 2012 - 6:30 P.M. at Old 77
**Parent/Teacher Conferences:
	 High School/Middle School - Feb. 6, 2012 - 4:30-8:30 P.M.
	 Elementary School - Feb. 6 & Feb. 13, 2012 - 4:30-8:30 P.M.
**Band Parents Meeting - Jan. 9, 2012 - 6:30 P.M. in Band Room
**Board of Education Meeting - Jan. 9, 2012 - 7:00 P.M.
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Pierson 
selected 

as DRHS 
Quarrier 
for No-
vember

     As another month came to an 
end at Dell Rapids High School 
the staff selected another deserving 
student to be honored with Quar-
rier of the Month. Lexie Pierson 
has worked very hard through-
out her years at DRHS to excel in 
academics, athletics, and to be a 
“hard-working and dependable stu-
dent that leads others by example.”
     Pierson has definitely held to a 
wonderful grade average and has 
been on the Honor Roll all four 

years at DRHS. She was also in-
ducted into the National HonorSo-
ciety her junior year in high school. 
Also, her junior year, she was a 
member of the Student Council.
     Pierson is not being honored just 
for her academic record though. She 
also holds an admirable athletic re-
cord. She was in volleyball all four 
years at DRHS and a letter winner 
in volleyball her sophomore through 
and senior years. Pierson was also a 
letter winner in golf  her freshman 

through junior years. Pierson was 
voted the Most Improved Golfer her 
freshman year and she was also vot-
ed M.V.P. her sophomore and junior 
years. During her junior year play-
ing golf she also placed 14th at State.
     During her freshman and sopho-
more years Pierson was also involved 
with the DRHS band. She participat-
ed in marching band her freshman 
year, and concert band her freshman 
and sophomore years as well as pep 
band her freshman and sophomore 
years. She was also involved in the 
One Act Play her junior year and a 
Musical production her junior year.
     “It is an honor to be recognized by 
the school staff for all of my hard-
work.” said Pierson of the award.
    Coach Jeff Dvorak said “Not 
only is she (Pierson) an outstanding 
golfer, but she is level-headed and 
shows strong leadership qualities.”
 Lexie is the daugh-
ter of Rod and Lisa Pierson.

   Each year, two sophomore students 
from Dell Rapids High School, as well 
as other schools all over South Dakota, 
are selected to attend the Hugh O’Brian 
Youth (HOBY) Leadership seminar.  
The students selected to attend the 2012 
HOBY from DRHS are Michael Mitch-
ell and Jordan Stone as an alternate.
   HOBY is an educational experience 
that provides leadership skill develop-
ment with a strong focus on communi-
ty service.  The seminar will take place 
June 14-17, 2012, at the Dakota State 
University campus in Madison, S.D.
   “I feel awesome to be accepted to 
attend this seminar.  I am looking for-
ward to a great experience,” said Stone
   In order to be selected to attend, all 
sophomores who are interested in the 
seminar write an essay, in 100 words 
or less, describing one of the most re-
warding and challenging aspects of be-

ing a leader in your school and com-
munity.  Once completed and turned 
in, Counselor Jennifer Ruesink, along 
with other faculty members, help se-
lect the top essays in the group; from 
there, students are informed of their 
achievement and begin planning.
   Margo Hegge, a 2011 representa-
tive, said, “HOBY was inspirational.  
It changed the way I look at the world 
in a positive way and I got to meet 
some amazing teens along the way.”
   Along with meeting new friends 
and making memories to last a life-
time, candidates learn several other 
life lessons through the HOBY expe-
rience.  It encourages participants to 
evaluate all issues from a critical per-
spective by improving critical think-
ing skills, gives them opportunities to 
engage in leadership roles by enabling 
them to better understand leadership 

strengths, and to identify personal 
goals and commit to achieving them.
   “I’m honored to be given this opportu-
nity and am excited for the experience 
this summer,” said Mitchell.  “I appre-
ciate this chance to grow as a leader, 
for it will better me later on in life.”

HOBY representatives selected

(Above):  HOBY Representatives Jordan 
Stone (alternate) and Michael Mitchell.
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    The Dell Rapids Power 
Lifting team is looking 
strong this year, placing 
very high at the begin-
ning meet and showing a 
lot of talent. On Nov. 19, 
2011, the DRHS Power 
Lifting team competed in 
the Dead Lift meet at the 
Colton Fitness Center.
    Junior Connor Van-
Duyn had an impres-
sive meet while compet-
ing in the 165 lb. weight 

Powerlifting Team Starts 
Strong at first meet of the season

class. He deadlifted 425 
lbs. and ended up plac-
ing First. He was also 
named the overall best 
male lifter of the meet.
     Senior Kelli Siemons-
ma also had a good meet, 
deadlifting 200 lbs. and 
placing First in the girls 
division. She was also 
named the overall best 
female lifter that day.
  Junior Peter Nebben 
did well, dead lifting 465 

     On Nov. 21-22, 2011, the Dell Rap-
ids hard-working actors presented a 
fast-paced comedy in, “Is He Dead?” 
Mark Twain originally wrote the play.
    “It’s always fun to watch a play 
come together. I thought the cast 
and crew did a wonderful job 
and put on good performances,” 
said Director Sharon Mitchell.
     She was correct, as this laugh-
out-loud comedy was a major 
hit. The play focused on the great 
French painter Jean-Francois Millet, 
played by Tad Lacey, who had trou-
ble selling his paintings. This was 
causing him, along with his three 
close friends, to get stuck in debt.
 The friends “Chicago”, 
“Dutchy”, and Phelim were 
played by Michael Mitchell, Mi-
chael Luke, and Taiven Logan.
     They helped convince Millet to pur-
sue their risky plan to stage his own 
death in order to increase the value 
of his paintings and afterward dress 
as a woman to keep the secret safe.
     Millet (Lacey) had the audience 
cracking up as he stepped onto the 
stage as “Daisy”, his widowed sister 
whom no one had ever heard about.

lbs. and placing First in 
the 242 lb. teen class.
   Sophomore Matthew 
DeNoon also placed First 
in his 114 lb. weight class 
by pulling up 250 lbs.
   When asked of his team, 
Coach Alex Hanson said, 
“We have maybe around 
a dozen lifters this year. 
It’s a young team but with 
the returners I’m sure we 
will be good this year.”
   The Power Lifters 
next action will be at 
O’Gorman High School 
at the end of January 
2012 with the State meet 
to follow the first week-

Fall play “Is He Dead?” a drama success
    After many ups and downs, 
along with some laughs, the play 
concluded when Millet exposed 
his true identity. All in all, the cast 
and crew did a wonderful job brin-
ing to life Mark Twain’s play.
     “It was kind of iffy as we were 
working toward it, but then when 
we actually performed it went re-
ally well,” said Darrian Grassi 
who played Cecile, the character 
who experienced a love-hate re-
lationship with Mitchell’s swag-
gering “Chicago” character.

   In addition to the actual play, 
there was also a bake sale 
and raffle at the performance.
     Attendees could give a free will 
donation and pick up any of the tasty 
treats or pay a dollar in order to partic-
ipate in the raffle. Winners received 
grocery and gas gift certificates.
  Modern Woodsmen matched 
the money made. In the end, it 
was a successful couple of nights.
     “The play went over really well. It 
was fun to be a part of the crew and 
I enjoyed the cast. I would definitely 
do it again,” said Cassidy Wright.

end in March 2012.
   Good Luck in the rest of 
your season and congratu-
lations on a great start!

Participating Power Lifters were 
(from left): Senior Kelli Siemons-
ma, Sophomore Matthew DeNoon, 
and Junior Connor Van Duyn

Watch for exact compe-
tition dates in the Echo.

The full cast and crew of “Is He Dead?” after opening night 
pictured with Director Sharon Mitchell.  Great job to all!!

Phelim (Taiven Logan) and 
Dutcy (Michael Luke) show 
“Daisy” (Tad Lacey) how 
a lady sits down properly.
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    English teacher Jason Kurtz recently 
received the news he was hoping for 
in he was awarded an Excellence in 
Education grant from the South Da-
kota Area Community foundation to 
purchase new “Nook” for his class-
room! For those of you who are un-
familiar with this device, a Nook is 
an electronic book reader developed 
by Barnes & Noble. It has a six-inch 
touch-screen that allows the reader 
to turn the page with just a touch of 
a finger. These Nooks appeal to the 
technical nature of students today.
  Kurtz purchased ten of the Nook 
Simple touch Readers and is anxious 
to incorporate them into his classes. He 
plans to use them in his freshmen and 
junior English classes next semester.
   “My goal is to incorporate fiction into 
the daily media experience of young 
readers and if using these Nooks is 
what it takes, then I will make them 
available for the students,” said Kurtz.
   The Nooks will reduce the number 
of hard copy novels that need to be 
purchased. One student from each Lit-
erature Circle group will get the luxury 
of using the Nook to read a book of 
the group’s choice. After completing 
a book, the Nook will then be passed 
on to a new student in the group to 

Grant Funded “Nooks” Are Fun Asset For English Classes
ensure that everyone gets a chance 
to utilize the new electronic devices.
  The freshman and junior students 
are very excited about using the new 
Nooks in class. As of now, the ten 
Nooks combined have almost 100 
novels downloaded onto them for the 
students to choose from. All the nov-
els vary in style to ensure that every 
student can find a book they are in-
terested in. Kurtz believes that by us-
ing Nooks, students tend to read more 
pages. “The Nooks really help stu-
dents veer away from choosing a book 
by the size or page count because all 
they see in the actual book descrip-
tion to make their decision from.”
   Another benefit of the Nook is that 
it leads people to try a new genre 
they normally wouldn’t pick up off a 
shelf. The original cover of the book 
does not show so the artwork on the 
book will not sway anyone’s opinion 
of it. Kurtz is currently working on 
getting the Nooks charged and ready 
to go so that he can allow kids to 
check them out over Christmas break.
   Come January, these Nooks are go-
ing to be available to students in his 
current English classes; however, he 
does have four extra Nooks that any 
student in the high school can use.

English teacher Jason Kurtz makes 
sure all of the Nooks are working 
for his students on this early test run.

The new Nooks will be an asset to the reading 
strategies in all of the English classrooms.  
It will allow for a more variety of material.

  On Monday, Dec. 12, 2011, Brenda 
Murtha, the Director of Financial Aid 
for Augustana College, came to Dell 
Rapids High School to give a Pow-
erPoint presentation about financial 
aid to the seniors and their parents.  
  Financial Aid is money from certain 
places that helps a student with the costs 
of college. Some financial aid includes 
shoclarships, grants, loans, and em-
ployment opportunities (most financial 

sources are to supplement, not replace, 
resources of the family).  In the presen-
tation, the definition of need was shown 
as a subtraction prolem (Cost of At-
tendance (COA) minus Expected Fam-
ily Contribution (EFC) equals financial 
Need); EFC for dependent students is 
decided by parent contribution from 
income and assets and student contribu-
tion from available income and assest.
 There are many sources of financial 
aid from Federal to State organiza-
tions, colleges, universities, churches, 
private foundations, and  many oth-
ers.   Students and parents were made 
sure of their options and opportuni-
ties that will help with the secondary 

process later in the year when applying 
for financial aid and other scholarships.  
 “Brenda is a great source for our fami-
lies who are seeking assistance in 
planning their students’ post-second-
ary plans,” said  high school Guid-
ance Counselor Jennifer Ruesink.
   The presentation was very helpful  and 
informative for all who attended,but if 
you missed it then you can frnd infor-
mation at www.studentaid.gov, or call 
1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) 
You can also contacct with Mrs. Ruesink 
at the high school at 428-5473, Opt. 1, for 
more information or help in getting started   
     Best of luck to all of  you 
seniors your future plans 

Financial Aid night for 
seniors very informative 

for future goals



The ACT Test Dates 
For 2011/2012

TEST DATE:
February 11, 2012

REGISTRATION DEADLINES
Regular Deadline: Jan. 13, 2012

Late Fee Required: Jan. 14-20, 2012

TEST DATE:
April 14, 2012

REGISTRATION DEADLINES
Regular Deadline: March 9, 2012
Late Fee Required: March 10-23, 

2012

TEST DATE:
June 9, 2012

REGISTRATION DEADLINES
Regular Deadline: May 4, 2012

Late Fee Required: May 5-18, 2012

ACT Test Dates 
for 2012-2013

September 8, 2012
October 27, 2012
December 8, 2012
February 9, 2013

April 13, 2013
June 8, 2013
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Ag In Action

For any other testing 
or scholarship informa-
tion, contact Mrs. Jennifer 
Ruesink, Guidance Coun-
selor, at 428-5473 - Opt. 1 at 
the Dell Rapids High School.

     The new semester will have two 
sections of Wildlife and Fisher-
ies. These classes will be offered 
during the first and second skinny 
class periods and they will last the 
entire semester.  Students enrolled 
in this class will recognize the im-
portance of managing fish and wild-
life and understand the importance 
habitat plays in their populations, 
identify key factors including eco-
nomic and social issues related 
to fish and wildlife and identify 
life patterns of fish and wildlife.
     Because of the high number of 
students wanting to take Introduc-
tion to Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources, another section will be 
offered the second semester. These 
students will have the opportunity 
to learn about the role of the FFA 
organization in Agriculture Educa-
tion, define and discuss the concepts 
of natural resources, demonstrate an 
understanding of animal science sys-
tems, demonstrate an understanding 
of plant structure and function, re-
late basic food   science technology 
principles to production agriculture, 
summarize basic food science tech-
nology, and summarize basic princi-
ples involved in agricultural systems 
technology.  They will also have 
the opportunity to learn about shop 
tools and shop safety, project design 
and construct a small wood project.
     The quarter long class of Ag Metal 
Fabrication will be held during 4th 
block.  The students enrolled in this 
class will have the opportunity to: 
understand the basics of metal fabri-
cation, basic metal skill and design-
ing of plans; understand the princi-
ples of oxyacetylene, shielded metal 
arc, gas metal arc, and tungsten inert 
gas welding and the correct opera-

tion of the equipment; understand 
the principles of plasma arc cutting 
and the correct operation of the 
equipment.  The students will be 
required to perform specific welds 
for grades and after the required 
welds are completed, they will de-
sign and construct metal projects.
     Senior FFA members can ap-
ply for the State FFA Degree and 
their applications will be reviewed 
on Jan. 25 to make sure they meet 
the requirements.  The district Star 
Greenhand will also be selected at 
that time.  The senior members are 
also working on various scholar-
ships available to FFA members.  
The Corduroy Classic is sched-
uled to be held Saturday, Feb. 25.  
This event includes a pre-game 
reception for FFA members and 
half-time festivities.  It will be a 
night of great basketball and an op-
portunity to celebrate the special 
connection SDSU shares with the 
FFA.  The FFA members are start-
ing to prepare for the spring career 
development events.  Those events 
areas include: Ag Business Man-
agement, Ag Mechanics, Ag Sales, 
Agronomy, Dairy Cattle Evalu-
ation, Dairy Foods, Floriculture, 
Food Science, Horse Evaluation, 
Livestock Evaluation, Meats Eval-
uation, Natural Resources, Nurs-
ery/Landscape and Range Plant 
Identification.  The first event will 
be the livestock judging contest 
held during the Sioux Empire Farm 
Show on Saturday, January 28.
     There is also a youth invitational 
calf show open to FFA members 
Tuesday, Jan. 24 at the Sioux Em-
pire Farm Show.  Members are also 
busy planning activities for the Na-
tional FFA Week February 18 – 25.
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ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB NOTES
     
     The Booster Club hosted the Fall Sports Recognition and 
Awards Night for Cross Country, Volleyball, Competitive Cheer, 
Boys Golf, and Football on December 4, 2011.  The night 
was a success as we joined the teams in recognizing the ath-
letes and coaches that worked hard in the off-season and dur-
ing their respective season.  Congratulations to the athletes 
that were recognized and received awards during the evening.

     We would like to thank the Dell Rapids staff and par-
ents who helped the Booster Club during the fall athlet-
ic events.  We greatly appreciate your donations and time!!

		  Coming up:  Winter Sports Season
     The winter sports season is in full swing and GOOD LUCK to the 
Wrestling, Girls Basketball, and Boys Basketball teams!!  We are 
looking forward to watching our athletes compete during the season.

		          Senior Recognition Night
Wrestling:  We will be honoring our wres-
tling seniors on Friday, Feb. 10, 2012.
Girls and Boys Basketball: Will be honor-
ing our Girls and Boys Basketball seniors on Tues-
day, Feb. 14, 2012 during the Girl/Boy Doubleheader.

     At these events our seniors and their parents are recognized for their 
leadership and dedication to their respective sport.  Senior recognition 
is held for each sport at one of the last home games of the regular season. 

			     Quarrier Wear
     Remember items are available at the middle school for pur-
chasing throughout the year.  We have jackets, wind shirts, sweat 
shirts, a variety of T-shirts, shorts, sweats, and hats to choose from. 

	      2011-2012 Athletic Booster Board Members:
     You can still become a Booster Club member.  Memberships are 
$15 and include a school activities calendar with all athletic events 
and pictures.  Contact a Booster Club member for more information.

Jerry & Lynn Kerns
Alan & Sheba Schlaikjer
Kerry & Tim Ljunggren
Leah & John Steineke
Karla & Louis Peter
Jeanne & Steve Hoff

Denise & Dusty Hanzlik
Sherri & Robert Wolles

Kerry & Scott VanOverbeke

   A club bowling team, which includes eight 
girls and six boys, was cleared by the school 
board to use the Quarrier name and now travels 
to Sioux Falls, Brandon, Hartford, Brookings, 
and Vermillion for meets and tournaments.  
   South Dakota recognizes bowling as a club 
sport and is now an organization that has to be 
funded by the participants as the tight budget 
does not allow the school to fund this sport.  
Each student needed to pay $120.00 by Dec. 
15 which would cover their weekly bowling 
fees and uniforms. Dells Bowl hosted a tour-
nament on Sat., Nov. 26, 2011, to help raise 
moneyf or teh team for transportation costs, 
sanction fees, and additional tournaments and 
practices.  During the tournament at Dells 
Bowl, many area businesses donated items for 
a rafþe and a 50/50 drawing.  Bowling coach 
Craig Tieson offered to cut off his long hair for 
donations, which raised several hundred dollars 
for the team and some hair for Locks of Love.
   So far, this new sport has been a major 
hit.  “The kids are having a lot of fun with 
it.  Meets are usually on Friday’s week-
ly, with a ncoule of Tuesday’s thrown in 
there.  Practices are generally every Tues-
day and some Sunday’s,” said Coach Tieson.
   Just to pull out a few stats on this new or-
ganization, the bowlers went up against Brook-
ings at the Dells Bowl where the boys lost 4-46.  
Alex Tieson had high game at 169, with Sean 
Gerber having high series at 409.  The girls 
won 30-20 with Alexis Ruth’s high game of 
236 and high series of 568!  They have ýnished 
off their season for 2011 away and next home 
action starts with the new year at the Dells 
Bowl on Jan. 6, 2012 with pins falling begin-
ning at 4:00 P.M.  So head down and check 
uut the newest form of Quarrier entertainment.
   For more information on meet and 
tournament schedules or team informa-
tion cotact the Dells Bowl at 428-3800.

Quarrier Bowling League starts

Go Quarriers!!!




















